Patient's medical status--a factor in dental treatment.
A review of the medical questionnaires of 4,785 patients seen at Temple University School of Dentistry from March, 1973, through January, 1974, revealed that chronic illnesses affect all ages. The problems and complexities found in our patients are never-ending entities. The dentist must be cognizant of all these medical aberrations so that, where indicated, consultations with other members of the health sciences can be obtained prior to providing definitive treatment. With this knowledge of the patient's medical status and medications being taken, the dental practitioner can now individualize this treatment prescription. The profession must accept this responsiblity, so that the patient can be aided in maintaining and sustaining his general health.